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The Hiſtory of Jxsus CuRisT, 


From the 1ſt Chapter of St. Luke. 


HERE was in the days of Herod 

the king of ſudea, a prieſt named 
Zacharias, and his wife's name was Eli- 
ſabeth, and they were both righteous, 
but had no child. Now, as he was in 
his courſe, offering incenſe in the tem- 
ple, an angel of the Lord appeared, 
ſaying, Fear not, Zacharias, thy prayer 
is heard, and Elifabeth thy wife ſhall 
bear thee a ſon, and thou ſhalt call his 
name John ; and he ſhall be filled with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and many ſhall he 
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ten to the Lord ; and he ſhall go be- 


fore him in the ſpirit and power of 
Elias, to make ready a people prepared 


for the Lord. And the angel faid, I 


am Gabriel, and God hath ſent me to 
ſhew thee theſe glad tidings; and thou 
ſhalt be dumb, and not able to ſpeak, 
till this promiſe be accompliſhed, be- 
cauſe thou doubteſt my words. And 
after Eliſabeth conceived ſhe hid herſelf 
five months. Ifa. 7th. 14th. 

And in the fixth month the angel 
Gabriel was ſent from God unto a city 
of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a vir- 
gin, eſpouſed to Joſeph, of the houſe 
of David: the virgin's name was Mary. {| 
And when ſhe ſaw the angel ſhe was | 
troubled, But he ſaid unto her, Fear | 
not, Mary ; for thou haſt found favour 


with God. 


And behold, thou ſhalt conceive, and 
bring forth a ſon, and ſhalt call his 
name Jeſus : and he ſhall be great, and 
ſhall be called the ſon of God. And 


behold, thy couſin Eliſabeth hath con- 
ccived 


and his Apoſtles. 5 


— ceived a ſon in her old age; this is the 
f üb fixth month with her; for with God 
d nothing ſhall be impoſſible. And the 
I JF angel departed from her. | 

17 Now when Eliſabeth's full time was 
u come ſhe was delivered of x ſon, and 


b on the eighth day they called his name 
- John. And immediately the mouth of 
d Zacharias was opened, and his tongue 
f JF was looſed, and he then ſpake and praiſed 

God; and he was filled with the Holy 


:1 F Ghoſt, and propheſied, ſaying, Thou, 
y child, ſhalt be called the Prophet of 
- FF the Higheſt; for thou ſhalt go before 


e the face of the Lord, to prepare his 
way, to give knowledge of ſalvation to 
8 his people, and to guide our ſeet into the 


r way of peace. And the child grew, and 
=. waxed ſtrong in ſpirit, and was in the 

| Adelſerts till the day of his ſhewing unto 
d \QUſracl. Matt. zd. ift. 

The birth of Chriſt. Luke 2d. 1ſt. 
fa. gth. 6th. Deut. 18th. 15th. 
At that time Cæſar-Auguſtus, the 
oman Emperor, iſſued a decree, mn 
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6 The Hiltory of our Saviour 
all the inhabitants of Judea ſhould go 


up to be taxed, each unto his own na- 
tive city. So Joſeph alſo went up from 
Galilee, out of Nazareth, into Judea 
unto the city of David, called Bethle- 
hem (becauſe he was of the houſe and 
lineage of David) to be inrolled or taxed 
with Mary his eſpouſed wife, now great 
with child. 
And it came to paſs while they were 
there, the days were accompliſhed that 
ſhe ſhould be delivered. And ſhe 
brought forth her firſt born fon, and 
wrapped him in ſwaddling cloaths, and 
laid him in a manger, becauſe there 
was no room for them in the inn. 
Now the angel of the Lord appeared 
to the ſhepherds who were keeping 
watch over their flocks by night ; and 
the glory of the Lord ſhone round 
about them, and they were ore afraid. 
But the angel ſaid, Fear not; for I 
bring you good tidings of great joy to 
all people; for this day is born in the 
city of David, a Saviour, which 1s 
Chriſt 


babe lying in a manger. 


things that they 
it was told unto them. 


from the eaſt came up to 


Jof the 
Jin the caſt, and are come to worſhip 


and his Apoltles. 7 


Chriſt the Lord; and ye ſhall find the 
babe lying in a manger. And there ap- 
peared with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly hoſt, praiſing God, and 


ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt; on 


earth peace; good-will towards men. 
Then the ſhepherds went with haſte, 
and found Joſeph, and Mary, and the 
And the ſhep- 
herds returned, praiſing God for all the 
had heard and ſeen, as 


The wiſe men viſit him, Matt. 2d. 1ſt. 
Now when Jeſus was born, wiſe men 
Jeruſalem, 
ſaying, Where is he that is born King 
Jews? for we have ſeen his ſtar 


him. 

Now Herod the king was troubled, 
and demanded of theſe wiſe men where 
Chriſt was to be born? and they ſaid, 
In Bethlehem of Judea. So he charged 


them to go and find him, and bring 


him word. So they departed, and the 
{tar 


. 
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ſtar which they had ſeen went before 
them, till it ſtood over where the young 
child was. And when they ſaw him 
they rejoiced exceedingly, and fell down 
and worſhipped him. They did not 
return to Herod as he commanded, but 
went home another way. And when 
they were departed, the angel of the 
Lord warned Joſeph to take the young 
child and his mother into Egypt, and 
remain there, for that Herod would 
ſeek the young child to deſtroy him. 
And Joſeph aroſe by night, and de- 
parted into Egypt, and was there until 
the death of Herod. And when Herod 
ſaw he was mocked by the wiſe men, 
he was exceeding wroth, and ſent and 
ſlew all the children that were in Beth- 
lehem, under two years old, in hopes 
to kill Chriſt, Jer. 41ſt. 15th. 

When Herod was dead, Joſeph 
brought up from Egypt the young child 
and his mother into Galilee, and they 
dwelt in the city of Nazareth. 

Luke 2d. 4oth. And the child grew, 


and 


and his Apoſtles. 9 
and waxed ſtrong in ſpirit; he filled 
with wiſdom, and the — of God 
was with him. 

And when he was twelve years old, 


his parents, according to yearly cuſtom, 
went up to the feaſt at Jeruſalem, and 


took him along with them. At their 


return from thence Jeſus ſtaid behind. 
Now when they found him not, they 
returned back to ſeek him, and found 
him in the temple at Jeruſalem amongſt 
the learned doctors, hearing them and 
aſking them queſtions. But he return- 
ed along with them home, and was ſub- 
ject unto them. And Jeſus increaſed 
in wiſdom and ſtature, and in favour 
with God and man. 

John begins: his miniſtry, Matt, 
1ſt. 6th. 

In thoſe days came John the Baptiſt, 
preaching in the wilderneſs of Judea, 


2d. 


3 


and ſaying, Repent ye, for the kingdom 


of heaven is at hand. And all the peo- 
ple round about came to Jordan to be 
baptized of John; and he ſaid unto 

B them, 
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10 The Hiſtory of our Saviour 


them, Bring forth fruit meet for re- 
pentance. I indeed baptize you with 
water; but he that cometh after me 1s 
mightier than I; whoſe ſhoes I am not 
worthy to bear: he ſhall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghoſt. 

Then came ] ſus from Galilee to Jor- 
dan, unto John, to be baptized of him. 

Matt 3d. 13th. And behold, hen 
he came up out of the water, the hea- 
vens were opened, and the ſpirit of God, 
deſcending like a dove, lighted upon 
him. And lo, a voice from heaven, 
ſaying, This is my beloved ſon, in 
whom I am well pleaſed. Soon after 
Jeſus was baptized of John, he went 
into the wilderneſs; and after he had 
faſted forty days and forty nights, he 
was hungry, 

Matt. 4th. And he was tempted of 
the devil: but after having vanquiſhed 
all his temptations, the devil left him, 
and angels came and miniſtered unto 
him. 

John's teſtimony concerning Jeſus. 
John 


and his Apoſtles, 11 


John 1ſt. 29th. John ſaw Jeſus 


coming towards him, and ſaid, Behold 


the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the ſin of the world. This is he of 
whom I ſaid, After me cometh a man 
which is preferred before me; and I 
bear record this is the Son of God. 

And when John was farther queſ- 
tioned concerning Jeſus (John 23d. 
28th.) he ſaid, Ye yourſelves bear me 
witneſs that I ſaid, I am not the Chriſt ; 
but that I am ſent before him. He 
muſt increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe. He 
that cometh from heaven is above all. 
He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
laſting life; but he that believeth not 
the Son, ſhall not ſee life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him. 

Teſtimonies concerning Chriſt, ver. 
40th. 

And Andrew, who heard John ſpeak, 
came to Simon his brother, and ſaid, 
We have found the Meſſias; which is, 
being interpreted, the Chriſt. 

Ver. 43d. The day following, Jeſus 
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findeth Philip, and faith, Follow me. 
Philip findeth Nathaniel, and faith unto 
him, We have found him, of whom 
Moſes in the law did write, Jeſus of 
Nazareth, the ſon of Joſeph. 

eſus ſaw Nathaniel coming to him, 
and ſaid of him, Behold an Iſraelite in- 
deed, in whom is no guile. And Na- 
thaniel anſwered him, Rabbi, thou art 
the Son of God. Thou art the King 
of Iſrael], 

John 2d. And there was a marriage 
in Cana of Galilee. And here Jeſus 
began his miniſtry and his miracles. 
At this marriage feaſt he turned water 
into wine, to the amazement of the 
gueſts. Now the Joys paſſover being 
at hand, he went up to Jeruſalem ; (ver. 
12th.) and here he diſplayed his autho- 
rity, by turning out of the temple the 
buyers and ſellers, ſaying, Take theſe 
things hence. Make not my father's 
houſe an houſe of merchandiſe. And 
many believed in his name. 

John zd. 22d. And Jeſus and his 

| diſciples 


and his Apoſtles. 13 


diſciples came into the land of Judea, 
and tarried with them, and baptized. 
And John alſo was baptizing in Enon, 
near to Salem. | 

Matt. 14th. 3d. Now John vexed 
Herod, by telling him, it was not law- 
ful for him to take his brother Philip's 
wife. So he laid hold of John, bound 
him, and put him in priſon. And 
when he would have put him to death, 
he feared the multitude, becauſe they 
counted him as a prophet. 

14th. 6th. But ſome time after, 
when Herod's birth-cay was kept, to 
pleaſe Herodius (v. 1oth.) the king 
ſent and beheaded John in the priſon. 
(v. 12th.) And his diſciples came and 
took up the body, and buried it, and 
came and told Jeſus. When Jeſus 


heard it, he departed thence. 


Chriſt returns from Galilee, to a 
city of Samaria which is called Sycher. 
And he fat down, being wearied with 
travelling, by Jacob's well (which Ja- 
cob gave to his ſon Joſeph) and a wo- 

man 
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man of Samaria came to draw water, 
(John 4th. 7th.) and Jeſus talked with 


her. Now the Jews had no dealings 


with the Samaritans, becauſe of their 


different opinions concerning the wor- 
ſhip of the true God; therefore the 
woman was ſurprized with his conde- 
ſcending freedom in diſcourſe, and ſaid, 
Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet ; 
tell me, therefore, if in this mountain, 
or at Jeruſalem, we are to worſhip ? 
And Jeſus anſwered, The hour cometh, 
and now is, when the true worſhippers 
ſhall worſhip the father in ſpirit and in 
truth;- 

And many of the Samaritans believed 
on him, and ſaid, We know this is in- 
deed the Chriſt, the Saviour of the 
world. And they beſought him that 
he would tarry with them; and he 
abode there two days. 

When Jeſus heard John was caſt into 
priſon (Matt. 4th. 12th.) he then came 
and dwelt at Capernaum, and from that 
time began to preach, and to ſay, Re- 

pent, 


g and his Apoſites. 15 


pent, and believe the goſpel, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. And as 
he walked by the fea fide, he ſaw fiſher- 
men caſting their nets ;. Simon, and An— 
drew his brother; James, and John his 
brother; and others. And Jeſus ſaid 
unto them, Come ye with me, and I 


b will make you filhers of men. And 
; they leit their nets and followed him. 
1, Luke 4th. 3itt. And he came down 
? to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and 
1, taught them on the ſabbath days. And 
rs they were aſtoniſhed at his doctrine, for 
in his word was with power. And in the 
ſynagogue was a man with an unclean 
ed ſpirit, who cried out, I know thee who 
n- thou art ; the Holy One of God. And 


he I jc<ſus Neben him, ſaying, Hold thy 
hat peace, and come out of him; and he 
he came out, and hurt him not. And the 
people were amazed; and the fame of 
nto Jeſus ſpread abroad chroughout all Ga- 
me Ililee. 
hat Ver. 38th. And Jeſus entered into 
Re- Ithe houtc of Simon, whoſe wife's mo- 
ther 
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ther was fick of a fever. And he re- 
buked the fever, and it left her. And 
many ſick were brought unto him, and 
he healed every one of them. | 

Matt. 5th. 6th. and the 7th. chap- 
ters, contain our blefled Saviour's ſer- 
mons on the mount; in which he de- 
clares to the multitudes, who are the 
truly bleſſed ; what we are to do; and 
what we are to avoid, in order to our 
comfort in this world, and our eternal 
happineſs in the next. And it came to 
paſs, when Jeſus had ended his ſermons, 
the people were aſtoniſhed at his doc- 
trine, for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the ſcribes. 

Matt. 8th. 1ſt. And when he was | 
come down from the mountain, great 


multitudes followed him ; and a leper | 


worſhipped him, ſaying, Lord, if thou 
wilt, thou canſt make me clean. And 
Jeſus ſaid, I will: be thou clean. And 
immediately his leproſy was cleanſed. |} 
He then returned into Capernaum ;| 
and behold, they brought unto him 2 
man 


and his Apeſther, 17 


man in the palſy upon a bed. Jeſus 
nd Þ ſeeing their faith, ſaid unto him, Son, 
nd Þ be of good cheer, thy ſins be forgiven 
JS thee. Now Jeſus knew the ſcribes 
were angry with him. He then ſaid to 
the fick of the palſy, Ariſe, take up 
thy bed and walk. And he aroſe and 
departed to his houſe. And the people 
glorified God, who had given ſuch 
power unto men. 

John 5th. fſt. And there was a feaſt of 
the Jews at Jeruſalem ; (the ſecond paſs- 
over Jeſus was at) and when Jeſus came 
there, a certain man was waiting to be 
cured by the pool of Betheſda, who 
had been thirty-eight years indiſpoſed. 
Jeſus looked upon him with compaſſion, 
and faid unto him, Riſe; take up thy 
bed and walk ; and immediately he was 
made whole nd walked. This was on 

the ſabbath-day; (v. 16th.) therefore 
did the Jews perſecute Jeſus, and ſeek 
to kill him, becauſe they laid he had. 
broken the ſabbath. 

John 1oth. 24th. Then came the 
C jews 
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Jews round him, and faid, If thou be 
the Chriſt, tell us plainly. Jefus an- 
ſwered, I have told you, and ye be- 
lieved not. The works that I do in my 
Father's name, they bear witneſs of me. 
(v. 39th.) Therefore they ſought to 
take him; but he eſcaped out of their 
hands, and went beyond Jordan, where 
John baptized; and there he abode; and 
many believed on him there, and faid, 
John did no miracle; but all things 
that John ſpake of this man are true. 
Mark zd. 1ſt. And when he entered 
into the ſynagogue on the ſabbath day, 
there. was a man with a withered hand; 
and the Jews watched him, if he would 
heal on the ſabbath day, that they 
might accuſe him. But Jeſus ſaid to 
tne man, Stand forth. Then turning 
to the people, ſaid, Is it lawful on the 
ſabbath to ſave life, or to kill? But | 
they held their peace. And when Jeſus |: 
oy looked upon them with anger, be- 
ing grieved for the hardneſs of thcir 


hearts, he ſaid to the man, Stretch 
torth 


be 


1 
be 


my 
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and his Apoſtles. 19 


forth thine hand. He did ſo; and it 
was reſtored whole as the other. And 
the Phariſees took counſel how they 
might deſtroy him; but he withdrew 
himſelf with his diſciples to the ſea. 
And vaſt multitudes from all parts of 
the country, hearing of the great things 
he had done, came unto him to be 
cured of their infirmities, and preſſed 
upon him to touch him ; and they were 
all healed. 
Luke 6th. 12th. And it came to paſs 
in thoſe days, that Jeſus went up into a 
mountain to pray, and continued all 
night in prayer to God. And when it 
was day, he called unto him his diſci- 
ples, and of them he choſe twelve, 
whom alſo he named Apoſtles. Simon, 
alſo named Peter ; Andrew, James and 
Jobn; Philip and Bartholomew; Mat- 
thew and Thomas; James, the fon of 
Alpheus; and Simon, called Zelotes ; 
Judas, the brother of James ; and Judas 
Iſcariot, who alſo was the traitor. 
Luke 8th. 1ſt. And it came to paſs 
e afterward, 
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| ! afterward, that Jeſus went through 
1 every city and village, preaching and 
1 ſhewing the glad tidings of the king- 


Wl | dom of God: and the twelve were 
i! with him. | 

10 Luke 7th. Chriſt returns to Caper- 
il naum, and heals the Centurian's ſer- 
"lt vant. He then goes to the city of 


Nain, and raifes from the dead the 
; poor widow's only ſon. And the peo- 
ple feared and glorified God, ſaving, A | 

Hs great Prophet is riſen up among us; and 
q: God hath viſited his people (v. 19th). 

1 John ſent his diſciples unto Jeſus, | 

| ſaying, Art thou he that ſhould come, 

1 or do we look for another? And Jjeſus 


anſwered, Go, tell John what ye have 


þ | ſeen and heard. The blind ſee; the 
tt lame walk; lepers are cleanſed; the 
1. deaf hear; the dead are raiſed; and to 


4 | the poor the goſpel is preached; and 
bleſſed is he SES ſhall not be of- 
fended in me. And when theſe meſ- 
ſengers were gone, Jeſus ſaid unto the 
Vi people, Concerning John, (v. 27th.) 
ö þ | this | 
| 


and his Apoſtles. 21 


this is he of whom it is written, Be- 
hold, I ſend my meſſenger before thy 
face, which ſhall prepare thy way be- 
fore thee, Mal. zd. 1ſt. 

Luke 7th. 36th. Now as Jeſus fat at 
meat in the houſe of a Phariſee, Mary 
Magdalen came behind him, weeping, 
with an alabaſter box -of ointment, and 
waſhed his feet with tears, and wiped 
them with the hairs of her head, and 
kiſſed his feet, and anointed them with 
the ointment (v. 48th. goth.). And 


. & Jeſus ſaid unto her, Thy fins are for- 


given; thy faith hath ſaved thee. Go 
in peace. : 
Luke 5th. And Jefus paſſed on to 
the lake of Genneſareth; and the mul- 
titude preſſing upon him to hear the 
word of God, he got into Simon Peter's 
ſhip, and taught the people out of the 
F ſhip, and occafioned a miraculous 
draught of fiſhes. 

Luke 8th. 22d. And upon a certain 
day he went again into a ſhip with his 
g diſciples, to paſs over the lake over- 
againſt 
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againſt Galilee; and as they were failing | 
Jeſus fell aſleep. And by a ſtorm of | 
wind the ſhip was filled with water, | 
and they were in jeopardy. So they | 
cried unto him, Maſter! maſter! we 
periſh. But he aroſe, and rebuked the 
winds, and tne raging of the Water; 
and they ceaſed, and there was a calm. 
Then wonder ſucceeded their fears, and 
they ſaid one to another, What manner 
of man is this? for he commandeth 
even the winds and the water, and they 
obey him. | 

Matt. roth. iſt. And Jeſus called 
unto him the twelve diſciples, and ſaid 
unto them, Go to the loſt ſheep of the 
houſe of Iſrael, and preach the goſpel 
unto them, ſaying, The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. 

Heal the fick; cleanſe the lepers ; 
raiſe the dead; caſt out devils. Freely 
ye have received ; freely give (v. 16th.). 
Behold, I fend you forth as ſheep in the 
midft of wolves. Be ye therefore wiſe 
as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves. 


V. 4oth, 


and his Apoſtles. 23 
* V. 4oth. He that receiveth you, re- 
ter, [ceiveth me; and he that receiveth me, 
they receiveth him that ſent me. 
well Ch. 11th. iſt. And when Jeſus had 
| the made an end of commanding his diſci- 
ter; Iples, he departed thence to teach, and 
alm. Ito preach in their cities. 
nd Ch. 14th. iſt. At that time Herod 
ner MC tetrarch heard of the fame of Jeſus, 
Jeth land ſaid unto his ſervants, This 1s John 
they | the Baptiſt : he is riſen from the dead, 
| Fn therefore mighty works do ſhew 
alled Worth themſelves in him. (Luke gth. 
laid (tb 9th.) And he was perplexed, and 
the Neſired to ſec him. 
oſpel Mark 6th. zad. But Jeſus and his 
n of Þpoſtles departed into a deſert place by 
Tip privately. As ſoon as the people 
new it, they followed him out of all 


ers; 

ras he cities round about. 

th. ). And ſeſus had compaſſion on the 
1 the Multitude, becauſe they were as ſheep 


ot having a ſhepherd. And he taught 
hem many things, and then miracu- 
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louſly fed five thouſand with five loaves 
and two fiſhes. 

John 6th. 12th. And when they were 
filled, Jeſus ſaid unto his diſciples, Ga- 
ther up the fragments that remain, that 
nothing be loſt. And they filled twelve 
baſkets with the fragments. Then 
Jeſus ſent his diſciples into the ſhip, to 
go before him into Bethſaida. Jeſus 
then ſent away the multitude, and de- 
parted into a mountain to pray. 

V. 47th. And in the evening Jeſus 
ſaw the ſhip toiling in the midſt of the 
ſea, for the wind was contrary ; and in 
the night he came towards them, walk- 
ing upon the ſea. 

And they all ſaw him, and were 
troubled ; and immediately he ſaid unto 
them, Be of good cheer: it is I. Be 
not afraid. And he went into the ſhip, 
and the wind ceaſed, and they wondered 
greatly. And when they came to Gen- 
neſaret the people knew him, and as he 
paſſed they laid their fick in the ſtreets, 
begging they might touch but the my 

| er 
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der of his garment. And as many as 
touched him were cured. 

Matt. 16th. In this chapter Jeſas de- 
clares to his diſciples that he is the 
Meſſiah; and approves of Peter's ac- 
knowledging him as ſuch. 

V. 16th. And Simon Peter anſwered, 
Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the living 
God. And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Blefled 
art thou, Simon Barjona; for my Fa- 
ther which is in heaven hath revealed 
this unto thee. Thou art Peter; and 
upon this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt 1t. 

V. 21ſt. And Jeſus began to ſhew 
his diſciples, how that he ſhould go up 
to Jeruſalem ; ſuffer many things; be 
killed, and be raiſed again the third 
day (v. 27th.). But, ſaid he, the Son 
of man ſhall come again in the glory of 
his Father, with his holy angels, and will 
then reward every man according to his 

works. 


Mark gth. 2d. And after fix days Je- 
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ſas took with him Peter, and James, 
and John, into an high mountain, by 
themſelves, and was transfigured before 
them. His face did ſhine as the ſun, 
and his raiment was White as ſnow.; and 
there appeared unto them Moſes and 
Elias talking with Jeſus. 

And there was a cloud overſhadowed 
them, and out of it proceeded a voice, 
ſaying, This is my beloved Son; hear 
ye him. 

And when they looked, behold they 
ſaw no man any more, but Jeſus only. 

And he charged them to tell no man 
what they had now ſeen, till the Son of 
man was riſen from the dead. 

Ver. 14th. 15th. And when he came 
down from the mountain to the diſci- 
ples, behold a great multitude; and 
ſtraightway all the people, when they 
beheld him, were greatly amazed, and 
running to him, faluted him. 

Ver. 17th. And one of the multi- 
tude ſaid unto him, I have brought un- 


to thee my ſon, who from a child has 
had 
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had a dumb ſpirit (ver. 22d.). If thou 


canſt, - have compaſſion upon us, and 
help us. And Jeſus ſaid, If thou canſt 
believe, all things are poſſible. And the 
father with tears cried out, Lord, I be- 
lieve ; help thou mine unbelief. And 
Jeſus ſaid, Thou dumb and deaf ſpirit, 
I charge thee come out of him, and en- 
ter no more into him. 

And he obeyed, (Luke gth. 42d.) 
and the child was healed, and he deli- 
vered him again to his father; (v. zoth.) 
and they departed thence, and paſſed 
through Galilee privately; and Jeſus 
told his diſciples, that he ſhould ſoon 
be delivered into the hands of men, and 
after they had killed him, he ſhould riſe 
again on the third day. But his diſci- 
ples did not underſtand that ſaying, and 
were afraid to aſk him. 

Jeſus goeth up to Jeruſalem to the 
feaſt of tabernacles. 

John 7th. 2d. Now the Jews feaſt 


of tabernacles was at hand; and Jeſus 


went up unto the feaſt, but not openly. 
D 2 Then 
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Then the Jews ſought him, and ſaid, 
Where is he? 

Ver. 14th. Now about the midſt of 
the feaſt, Jeſus went up into the temple 
and taught; and the Jews marvelled. 
And Jeſus ſaid unto them, My doctrine 
18 not mine, but his that ſent me. Then 
ſome of them ſaid, Is not this he whom 
they ſeek to kill? And Jeſus ſaid, Ye | 
both know me, and whence I am. He 
that ſent me is true, whom ye know not. 
And they ſought to take him ; but no 
man choſe to lay hands on him, for his 
hour was not yet come : but many of 

the people believed on him. 

Ver. 45. And the officers who were 
ſent to take him, returned without him, 
ſaying, Never man ſpake like this man. 
Luke 10th. 25th. And a certain law- 
yer tempted him, ſaying, W hat ſhall I 
do to inherit eternal life ? And Jeſus in- 
ſtructed him out of the law, and by the 
parable of the good Samaritan. 

y Now as he entered into a certain vil- 
11 lage, (v. 38th.) Martha received him 
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parable of the barren fig- tree. 
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into her houſe. And ſhe had a ſiſter 
Mary, who fat at Jeſus feet, hearing 
his word. But Martha was cumbered 
about much ſerving. And Jeſus re- 
proved her, ſaying, Martha, Martha, 
thou art careful about many things; but 
one thing is needful. And Mary has 
choſen that good part which ſhall not be 
taken away from her. (Luke 11th. 1ſt.) 
And it came to paſs, he was praying in 
a certain place; and when he ceaſed, one 
of his diſciples faid unto him, Lord, 
teach us to pray. And he ſaid, When 
ye pray, ſay, Our Father which art in 
heaven, &c. (v. gth.) And J ſay un- 
to you, Aſk, and it ſhall be given you: 
ſeek, and ye ſhall find: knock, and it 
ſhall be opened unto you. He then 
warned them againſt covetouſneſs, in 
the parable of the rich fool. Luke 
I2th. 13th. 

He exorts them to be watchful, in the 
(Luke 
13th.) He healeth the crooked wo- 
man on the ſabbath-day, and vindicates 

WD | 
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it; and delivers the parables of the 
muſtard- ſeed and leaven. 

Luke 14th. And as Jeſus eat bread 
at a chief Phariſce's houſe on the ſab- 
bath-day, there was a certain man before 
him which had a dropſy ; and he took 
him and healed him, and let him go. 
And he put forth the parable of the 
great ſupper ; ſhewing them, the Jews 
would be rejected, and the Gentiles 
called ; (Luke 15th.) the parable of the 
loſt ſheep, and piece of money ; of the 
prodigal ſon ; (in the 16th chap.) the 
parable of the unjuſt ſteward ; and of 
the rich man and Lazarus. Thus did 
Jeſus teach the people in parables, and 
one his power and miſſion by mira- 
cles 

As he travelled through Samaria, he 
cured ten lepers. (Luke 17th.) By the 
*Phariſce and the publican, Jeſus recom- 
mends humility. (Luke 18th. 1oth.) 
The man who was born blind, cured by 
Jeſus, and excommunicated by the Pha- 
riſees; (who were greatly offended by this 

miracle) 
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ne | miracle) but he was received by Jeſus, 

(John th.) He recommends content- 
ad ment, in the parable of the labourers in 
b- the vineyard. Matt. 2oth. 


re Jeſus then goes from beyond Jordan 
ok | to Judea, unto Bethany, the town of 
o. Mary and her ſiſter Martha (it was that 
he Mary which anointed the Lord, and 
WS wiped his feet with her hair, whoſe bro- 
les ther Lazarus was fick). Now Jeſus loved 
the Martha, and her ſiſter, and Lazarus. 
the And he went to them, and found Laza- 
the | rus was dead, and had been buried four 
of days. And when he ſaw where they had 
did I laid him, Jeſus wept. And when by 
and bis order the ſtone that covered him was 
7 removed, Jeſus cried with a loud voice, 
Lazarus, come forth. And he that was 
dead, came forth; and they looſed his 
grave cloaths, and let him go. And, 
many of the Jews who ſaw the things 
that Jeſus did, believed on him. Then 
d by I the Phariſees from that time took coun- 


2ha- I {<1 together for to put him to death. 
this E 11th. 
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Jeſus then ſaid unto the twelve, Be- 
hold me go up to Jeruſalem, and all 
things that are foretold by the prophets, 
concerning the Son of man, ſhall be 
accompliſhed. He ſhall be mocked, 
ſpitefully entreated, fpitted on, ſcourg- 
ed, and put to death : and the third 
day he ſhall riſe again. But his diſci- 
ples underſtood none of theſe things. 
Luke 18th. 31ſt. 

And as Jeſus was paſſing nigh unto 
Jericho, a certain blind man ſat by the 
way-fide begging. And he cried, ſay- 
ing, Jeſus, thou Son of David, have 
mercy on me, that I may receive my 
eye-ſight. And Jeſus ſaid unto him, 
Receive thy ſight ; thy faith hath ſaved 
thee. And immediately he received his 
fight, and followed him, glorifying 
God. And all the people who ſaw it, 
gave praiſe unto God. v. 35th. 

Then came Jeſus to the houſe of Zac- 
cheus, a rich publican (one who wiſhed 
to fee Jeſus). At this the Phariſees 
murmured ; and Jeſus ſpake unto them 
the 
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the parable of ten pounds. Luke 19th. 
12th. . 

Chriſt rideth in triumph to Jeru- 
ſalem. 

And when they drew nigh to 
Jeruſalem, to Bethpage, unto the 
mount of Olives, then ſent Jeſus two 
of his diſciples to fetch (directing them 
where to go) an aſs, whereon never 
man fat. And they brought it to him, 
covered 1t with their garments, and he 
ſat upon it. And they ſtrewed their 
garments, and branches of trees in the 
way, crying, Hoſannah ! Bleſſed is he 
who cometh in the name of the Lord! 
All this wis done that the propheties 
might be fulialicd, Iſaiah 62d. 11th. 
and Zech. gth. gth. 

Now wacn Jeſus came to Jeruſalem, 
the city was moved, faying, Who is 
this? The multitude anſwered, It is 
Jeſus, the prophet of Nazareth of Gali- 
lee: And he went into the temple, and 
caſt out all that bought and ſold, ſay- 
ing, My houſe ſhall be called the houſe 
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of prayer, but ye have made it a den of 
thieves. And the blind and lame came 
to him in the temple, and he healed 
them, Matt. 21ſt. 1ſt. 

He weeps over Jeruſalem. Luke 
13th. 34th. | 

O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, which killeſt 
the prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are 
ſent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children, as a hen gather- 
eth her brood under her wings, and ye 
would not ? 

In the parable of the vineyard let out 
to unthankful huſbandmen, Chriſt fore- 
tells the rejection of the Jews, and the 
calling of the Gentiles. Mark 12th. and 
Matt. 21ſt. 

V. 43d. Jeſus ſays, The kingdom of 
God ſhall be taken from you, and given 
to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof. And in many parables and me- 
taphors he taught the people; by mira- 
cles allo, and wonders which he wrought 
amongſt them, plainly ſhewing, that the 
power of God was with him, and fully 

evincing 
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evincing his divine miſſion. And theſe 
are written that ye might believe; and 
that, believing, ye might have life 
through his name. 

Chriſt foretelleth the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, Matt. 24th. Mark 13th. 
Luke 21ſt. 

The laſt Judgment deſcribed. Matt. 
25th. ziſt. | 

Matt. 26th. Jeſus ſaid unto his diſ- 
ciples, After two days is the paſſover, and 
the Son of man will be crucified. And 
the chief prieſts, ſcribes and elders, con- 
ſulted how to take Jeſus and kill him; 
but they thought on the feaſt day it 
might occaſion an uproar amongſt the 
people. But Judas Iſcariot, one of the 
twelve, went unto the chief prieſts, and 
ſaid, What will ye give me to deliver 
Jeſus into your hands? And they pro- 
miſed him thirty pieces of filver (Zech. 
11th. 12th.). And from that time Ju- 
das ſought opportunity to betray him. 
Now on the firſt day of the feaſt of un- 
leavened bread, when even was come, 


2 Jeſus 
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Jeſus fat down with the twelve to eat 
the paſſover. And as they did eat, je- 
ſus ſaid unto them, One of you will 
betray me. And they ſeemed all very 
ſorry, and faid, Lord, is it I? And Je- 
ſus ſaid, Wo unto that man by whom 
the Son of man is betrayed : it had been 
good for him if he had not been born. 
Then Judas ſaid, Maſter, is it I? And 
Jeſus replied, Thou haſt ſaid. 

Then Chriſt inſtituted his holy Sup- 

er. 
N Jeſus then took bread, bleſſed and 
brake it, and gave it to the diſciples, 
and ſaid, Take, eat; this is my body. 
He then took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye 
all of it; for this is my blood of the 


new 1 which is ſhed for the 


remiſſion of ſins. And when they had 
ſung an hymn, they went into the mount 
of Olives. And Jeſus ſaid, This night 


ye will all be offended becauſe of me, 


and ſhall be ſcattered as ſheep without a 
ſhepherd. But when I am riten again, 
— 
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I will go before you into Galilee, He 


alſo told Peter, before the cock would 
crow, he would deny him thrice, 

Jeſus waſheth the feet of his diſci- 
ples. 

John 13th. And when Jeſus roſe 
from ſupper, he laid aſide his garments, 
took.a towel, poured water into a baſon, 
and waſhed the feet of his diſciples, and 
wiped them with a towel. And when 
he had taken his garments, and was fat 
down, he ſaid unto them, Know ye 
what I have done to ye? In this I have 
ſet you an example of condeſcending 
goodneſs one towards another. If ye 
know theſe things, happy are ye if ye 
do them. The ſcripture muſt be ful- 
filled (Pal. 41ſt. gth.). He that eat- 
eth bread with me, hath lift up his heel 
againſt me. 

And I tell you beforehand, that when 


it cometh to paſs, ye may believe that I 


am he. 
A new commandment I give unto 
you: As I have loved you, that ye alſo 


love 
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love one another (Luke 21ſt. 17th.). 
Ye ſhall be hated of men for my name's 
ſake; but there ſhall not an hair of your 
head periſh. In your patience poſſeſs 
ye your ſouls (ch. 22d. 32d.). And je- 
ſus ſaid unto Simon, I 1 prayed for 
thee that thy faith fail not; and when 
thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy bre- 
thren. 

Matt. 26th. 26th. Then came Je- 
ſus with them to Gethſemane, and ſaid 
to the diſciples, Sit ye here, while I go 
and pray yonder. My ſoul is exceeding 
ſorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye 
here, and watch with me. 

Luke 22d. 4oth. Pray that ye enter 
not into temptation. And he was with- 
drawn from them about a ſtone's caſt ; 
and he kneeled down and prayed, ſaying, 
2 if thou be willing, remove this 

cup from me: nevertheleſs, not my 
will, but thine be done. And there 
appeared an angel from heaven ſtrength- 
ening him. And being in an agony, he 
prayed more earneſtly : and his ſweat 


Was 
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was as it were great drops of blood, fall- 
ing down to the ground. And when he 
returned from prayer, he found his diſ- 
ciples ſleeping for ſorrow (Matt. 26th. 
40th.). He ſaid unto Peter, What! 
could ye not watch with me one hour ? 
The ſpirit indeed 1s willing, but the 
fleſh is weak. Behold now, the Son of 
man 1s betrayed into the hands of fin- 
ners. Riſe, let us be going: behold, 
he is at hand that doth betray me. And 
while he yet ſpike, lo, Judas, with a 
multitude, armed by the chief prieſts, 
came up to them. And Judas came di- 
rectly up to Jeſus, ſaying, Hail, maſter! 
and kiſſed him. And Jeſus faid unto 
him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? 
Then did the armed men lay hands on 
Jeſus, and took him. And all the diſci- 
ples forſook him, and fled (Luke 22d. 
54th.). And they took Jeſus to the high 
prieſt's houſe ; Peter following him afar 
off. And here Peter denied his Lord 
and maſter, as was before foretold by ſe- 


ſus. And the Lord turned, and looked 
| upon 
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upon Peter ; and Peter remembered the 
words of the Lord; and he went out 
and wept bitterly. 

Matt. 27th. zd. Then when Judas, 
who betrayed Chriſt, ſaw that he was 
condemned, he repented of what he had 
done, and took the thirty pieces of ſil- 
ver to the chief prieſts and elders, ſay- 
ing, I have ſinned, in that J have be- 
trayed the innocent blood. And they 
ſaid, See thou to that. And he caſt 
down the pieces of ſilver in the temple, 
and departed, and went and hanged him- 
ſelf. And the chief prieſts took up the 
money, and with it they bought the 
Potters field; wherefore that field is cal- 
led the field of blood unto this day. 

Ch. 23d. And the whole multitude 
accuſed Jeſus before Pilate. Pilate (ent 
him to Herod ; but Herod with his men 
of war ſet him at nought, mock«<d him, 
and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and 
ſent him back to Pilate. Then Pilate 
faid, I find no fault in this man, no nor 


yet Herod, I will therefore relealc him. 


oor 
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(for he was obliged to releaſe one pri- 
ſoner at the feaſt), And they cried out 
all at once, ſaying, Away with this man, 
and releaſe Barabbas, (who was im- 
priſoned for murder). Pilate ſaid, Why, 
what evil hath he done ? But they cried 
the more, Crucify him, crucify him. 
And the voices of them and of the chief 
prieſts prevailed. So Barabbas was re- 
leaſed, and Jeſus condemned by Pilate 
to be crucified (v. 33d.). And when 
they were come to the place, called Cal- 
vary, there they crucified him, and two 
malefaCtors ; one of them on his right 
hand, the other on his left. | 

Then faid Jeſus, Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do. 

Chriſt crucified. Luke 23d. 34th. 

And they parted his raiment, and on 
his veſture they caſt lots. And the peo- 
ple mocked, ſaying, If thou be the king 
of the Jews, ſave thyſelf. 

Matt. 27th. 42d. The chief prieſts, . 
ſcribes and elders, alſo ſaid, If he be 
the king of IIrael, let him come down 
F trom 
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from the croſs, and we will believe 
him. 

One of the malefactors allo ſaid unto 
him, If thou be the Chriſt, ſave thyſelf 
and us. But the other rebuked him, 
ſaying, Doſt not thou fear God ? we in- 
deed receive the due reward of our deeds; 
but this man hath done nothing amiſs. 
And he ſaid unto Jeſus, Lord, remem- 
ber me when thou comeſt into thy king- 
dom (Luke 23d. 43d.). And Jeſus 
faid unto him, Verily, I fay unto thee, 
to-day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. 
This was about the ſixth hour; and 
there was darkneſs over all the earth till 
the ninth hour. And the vail of the 
temple was rent in the midſt. And 
when Jeſus had cried with a loud voice, 
he ſaid, Father, into thy hands I com- 
mend my ſpirit; and he gave up the 
ghoſt (Matt. 27th. 54th.). When the 
centurion, and thole with him, faw 
' thoſe things that were done, they feared 
greatly, ſaying, Truly this was the Son 


of God, And when the even was come, 
Joſeph 
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Joſeph of Arimathea begged from Pilate 
the body of jeſus. And he lapped it in 
linen, and laid it in his own new tomb, 
and rolled a great ſtone to the door of 
the ſepulchre, and departed. And after- 
wards, at the requeſt of the chief prieſts 
and Phariſees, Pilate gave them leave to 
ſecure the ſepulchre, by ſealing the ſtone 
and ſetting a watch. 

Matt. 28th. And on the dawn of the 
firſt day of the week, came Mary Mag- 
dalene and the other Mary, to ſee the 
ſepulchre. And there was an earth- 
quake, and the angel of the Lord de- 
ſcended, and rolled back the ſtone and 
ſat upon it. His countenance was like 
lightning, and his raiment white as 
ſnow. And for fear of him the guards 
trembled, and became as dead men. 
And the angel ſaid unto the women, 
Fear not, I know ye ſeek Jeſus, who 
was crucified: he is not here, for he is 
riſen, as he ſaid. Come, ſee the place 
where the Lord lay, and go quiekly and 
tell his diſciples, he is riſen from the 

F 2 dead. 
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dead. And as they went, Jeſus met 
them. And Jeſus ſaid, Be not afraid ; 
go tell my brethren to go into Galilee, 
and there ſhall they ſee me. And be- 
hold the guards came to the chief prieſts, 
and told them all that had happened. 

And the chief prieſts gave large 
money to the ſoldiers, to fay to Pilate, 
The diſciples came while they ſlept, and 
ſtole away the body of Jeſus. So they 
took the money and did as they were 
taught. 

Then the eleven diſciples went to a 
mountain in Galilee, where Jeſus had 
appointed them. And when they ſaw 
him they worſhipped him : but ſome 
doubted. 

Luke 24th. oth. And he led them 
as far as Bethany; and he lift up his 
hands and bleſſed them: and while he 
bleſſed them, he was parted from them, 
and carried up into heaven. And they 
worſhipped him, and returned to Jeru- 
ſalem with great joy (John 20th. 1ſt.). 
Many other things did Jeſus oy 5 

cath : 
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death : many miracles did he perform: 
many things did he teach and preach to 
the people, that are not in this hiſtory 
put down. But theſe things are written 
that ye may believe that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt, and that believing, ye may 
have life through his Name. 


The 
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JC 


I TROODVUCTTO:N: 


T has been computed to be ſomething 
more than fifteen months after our 
Lord was baptized by John, and about 
four months after his moſt ſolemn en- 
trance upon his miniſtry, that our Lord 
choſc out of the number of his diſciples, 
his twelve Apoſtles, to be his witneſles, 
after his departure from them; to 
found churches, and plant the Chriſtian 


religion in all nations. The names of 
theſc twelve Apoſtles are, 


SIMON, 
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SIMON, Who was called PETER. 
ANDREW, his brother. 

JaMEs, the fon of Zebedee, and 
Joux, his brother. 

PHILIP. 

BARTHOLOMEW. 

MATTHEW, the Publican. 

THOMAs. 

Jamrs, the ſon of Alpheus. 

SIMON, called ZELOTES. 

Jupr, or JuDas, the brother of James. 
Jupas IscARIOT, who was the traitor. 


Concerning whom, the following 
pages give a conciſe account. 


An 
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An Account of ST. PETER. 


T. Peter was born at Bethſaida, a 
town ef the Upper Galilee, by the 
lake Genneſaret, which was but an in- 
conſiderable village, tho' our Lord often 
preached and wrought miracles there. 
The unworthy inhabitants thereof cauſ- 
ed our Lord to pronounce a woe upon 
them (Matt. 11th. 21ſt.) which was 
fulfilled ; for it is ſaid, that only one 
poor cottage now remains. 

In this place it is ſuppoſed Peter was 
brought up to the trade of a fiſherman, 
He was ſometimes called Simon, and Si— 
meon, and Cephas, which ſignifies a 
ſtone or rock; ſignifying his future zeal 
and active ſervices in the church of 
Chriſt. St. Peter was the oldeſt of the 
apoſtles, and ten years at leaſt older than 
our Lord; and St. Matthew tells us, 

that he was the firſt that was called to be 
an apoſtle. Chriſt appeared to him the 
firſt after his reſurrection. He was alſo 


the 
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the firſt whom God choſe to preach the 
goſpel to the Gentiles. 

The time of St. Peter's coming to 
Rome is diſputed ; but he certainly was 
there fome time, and from thence 
wrote his ſecond epiſtle, a little before 
his death, which was by crucifixion at 
Rome. By order of Nero, he was ted 
up. to the top of the Vatican mount, 
and crucified with his head downwards, 
by his own defire, as thinking himſelf 
unworthy to be crucified in the fame 
poſture wherein his Lord and Maſter 
ſuffered. He ſuffered martyrdom the 
ſame day with St. Paul. 

That St. Peter was a married man we 
cannot doubt; the ſcriptures. mention 
his wife's mother; and there is a tradi- 
tion, that his wife fuftered martyrdom 
long before him, and that as ſhe was 
going to it he encouraged her, and cal- 


led to her, ta lift up her heart to Chriſt 


G 


St. 
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St. ANDREw. 

YT. Andrew, a younger brother of 
St. Peter's, was born in the ſame 
place, and alſo the ſon of a fiſherman, 
and, along with his brother St. Peter, 
removed from the place of their nativity 
to Capernaum, the metropolis of Gali- 
lee, for riches and traffic, ſtanding on 
the lake of Geneſareth, where they fol- 
lowed their trade of fiſhing. It is ſup- 
poſed St. Andrew was one of the firſt 
who was called to be a diſciple of 
Chriſt, ſoon after that miraculous 
draught of fiſhes, mentioned Matt. 4th. 
Mark 1ſt. and Luke 5th. which our 
Lord granted to him and his brother, 


not only as a reward for waiting upon 


him with their ſhip, while he preached 
to the people, but as a token of their 
ſucceſs in that ſpiritual vocation where- 
unto he now called them, ſaying, Fol- 
low me, and I will make you fiſhers of 


men: whereupon they left all, and be- 


Came 


2 
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came conſtant followers of Chriſt, and 
were ſoon after ſet apart by him to be 
of the number of his twelve Apoſtles. 
St. Andrew's attendance on our Lord 
is recorded in ſeveral remarkable occur- 
rences in the evangelical hiſtory: in the 
deſert of Bethſaida; when more than 
five thouſand were fed with five barley 
loaves and two ſmall fiſhes, by the di- 
vine power of our Lord. This large 
company had enough, and to ſpare, 
(John 6th.). And upon many other 
occaſions he was preſent, to witneſs the 
wonderful works of his bleſſed maſter ; 
and after our Lord's aſcenſion, he preach- 
ed the goſpel in many cities; in Greece, 
in Epirus, Achaia, Conſtantinople, in 
Capadocia, where he converted many : 
at Argyropoas he continued two years ; 
afterwards travelled over ſeveral parts of 
Thrace, Macedonia, Achaia, and Epi- 
ras ; till after much labour in preaching 
and working miracles, he at laſt ſealed 
his doctrine with his blood. He was 


of martyred at Patræ in Achaia, by Ageas, 
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Proconſul at Achaia, who firſt threaten- 
ed him, if he would not ſacrifice to their 
gods, he ſhould ſuffer on that croſs he 
ſo much extolled; then delivered him 
up to be ſcourged, and crucified. His 
naked body was whipped by ſeven lic- 
tors one after another, and then faſtened 
to the croſs with cords, inſtead of nails, 
to render his death more lingering : here 
he hung two days, teaching the people 
all the while. Tis ſaid his body was 
embalmed, and honourably interred by 
Maximilla, a lady of great quality and 


eſtate ; but afterwards removed to Con- 


ſtantinople, by Conſtantine the Great, 
and buried in the church he built to the 
honour of the apoſtles. A church was 
alſo built at Patre, and dedicated to 
him; famous in the reign of the Empe- 
ror Juſtinian ; now turned into a Tur- 
kiſh moſque. 


St. 
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St. JAMES the GREAT. 


T. James the Great (or the older) 
was probably born either at Caper- 
naum, or Bethſaida, a neighbour to Si- 
mon Peter, and partner with him in the 
trade of fiſhing: he was the ſon of Ze- 
bedee, who followed that calling. 

His mother's name was Salome, whom 
the goſpel ſometimes calls Mary; a re- 
ligious woman, who uſually attended 
our Lord, and ſupplied him with ne— 
ceſſaries, and who followed him with 
tears and lamentations to his croſs: and 
when his body was taken down, ſhe em- 
balmed it with coſtly ſpices and oint- 
ments, according to the Jewiſh faſhion, 
before it was laid in the tomb. She 1s 
ſuppaſed to be a kinſwoman of Mary, 
the mother of our Lord. By this means 
James had the honour of being related 
to our Lord himſelf; and was brother 
to 'St. John the apoſtle and evangeliſt. 

James became a conſtant diſciple of 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, at the ſame time with his part- 
ners, Andrew and' Simon, and his bro- 
ther John, and upon the ſame occaſion, 
the miraculous ſhoal of fiſhes. Nor is 
it improbable but Zebedee himſelf ap- 
proved of his ſons' change of life, eſpe- 


cially as his wife Salome was ſo heartily 


devoted to the ſervice of our Lord. Not 


long after this, he was advanced from 
the ſtation of an ordinary diſciple to 
the apoſtolical office; and not only ſo, 
but honoured with ſome peculiar acts of 
favour. He was one of thoſe three 
whom our Lord uſually made choice of 
to attend him upon particular occaſions; 
when he raiſed from the dead the cuter 
of the ſynagogue's daughter; at his glo- 
rious transfiguration, Matt. 17th. Mark 
gth. None but Peter, James and John, 
were admitted to. this foretaſte of ce- 
leſtial glory. 

Theſe three were alſo ſelected out of 
the reſt, to be ſpectators of their Lord's 
bitter agony, in the garden at Gethſe- 
mane, the night before his crucifixion. 


After 
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After the reſurrection, expreſs notice 
is taken, John 21ſt. 2d. that our Lord 
ſhewed himſelf to the ſons of Zebedee ; 
and St. Paul fays, 1ſt. Cor. 15th. and 
7th. he was ſeen of James, and then of 
all the apoſtles. 

It is ſuppoſed St. James ſuffered mar- 
tyrdom at Jeruſalem, in the reign of 
the Emperor Claudius, about the time 
of the paſſover. Herod-Agrippa, grand- 
lon of Herod the Great, having been 
lately made king of Judea, underſtood 
that James was an active preacher of 
the goſpel, and by his holy life, and 
perſuaſive diſcourſes, gained many to 
the profeſſion of Chriſtianity. He there- 
fore cauſed him to be put in priſon, 
and in a ſhort time paſſed ſentence of 
death upon him. The enraged Phari- 
ſces, his capital enemies, threw him 
headlong down from the ſteps of the 
temple, where his brains were daſhed 
out with a fuller's club. 

Thus fell St. James the Great, a main 
ſupport of the infant church of Chriſt. 

St. 
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St. Joux. 


T. John was younger brother to 

James the Great, by both parents, 
and much the youngeſt of all the apoſ- 
tles, being under thirty years of age 
when firſt called to that dignity. The 
length of his life ſeems to prove as 
much; for, as he died abeut one hun- 
dred years old in the third year of the 
Emperor Trajan, he muſt have lived 
about ſeventy years after our Lord's re- 
ſurrection. 


He was equal in piety and wiſdom to 
thoſe who exceeded him in years. His 


youth was adorned with. ſuch a pou ure 
and blameleſs life, as is not uſually a 

quired without long diſcipline and ex- 
erciſe in virtue. Several have contend- 


ed, that he was. that diſciple of John 
the Baptiſt who. went with St. Andrew 


to Jeſus; not only from the particular 
account which he gives of that tran- 


ſaction, but becauſe he conceals the 
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name, as he commonly does, in relat- 
ing matters wherein he himſelf was 
concerned; while he mentions others 
with great exactneſs. 

There is not much more ſaid con- 
cerning him in ſacred writ, than what 
is recorded of him in conjunction with 
his brother James: yet there are ſome 
things peculiar to St. John. He 1s 
called the diſciple whom Jeſus 1: v-d, 
(John 2oth.) He leaned on Chiiſt's 
boſom : that is, ſat next him at the 
paſſover, and at other times of eating. 
St. Auſtin thinks that our Lord held 
him in ſpecial eſteem and favour, that 
he might give the greater authority to 
thoſe wonderful revelations which by 
him he would make of himſelf to the 
world. This apoſtle excelled in a re- 
ſemblance of his great Maſter, in the 
divine affection of love and conſtant ad- 
herence to him; for we find him cou- 
rageouſly following his Maſter into the 
high prieſt's hall, attending there all thc 
time of the trial, and at laſt waited on 
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him at his crucifixion, owning him, as 
well as being owned by him, in the 
midit of arms and guards, and a thick 
croud of his moſt inveterate enemies, 

Here it was that our Lord declared 
the ſingular aſſurance he had of this diſ- 
ciple's love and affection, by recom- 
mending, with his dying words, his mo— 
ther to the care of St. John (John I9th, 
26th. 27th.) ; intimating, that he ſhould 
be inſtead of a fon to her; to love and 
honour her, provide for and take care of 
her, and by treating her with all the 
dutiful regard of a pious and affectionate 
fon: whence we may conclude, that 
Joſeph her huſband was now dead. And 
from that time, we are told, he took her 
to his own home. 

Euſebius affirms, that St. John preach- 
ed in Aſia, and reſided a long time at 
Epheſus. Some think he took his 
Lord's mother along with him, and that 
ſhe died there, but this is not certain. 
But St. John did attend the bleſſed Vir- 
gin till her deceale, about fifteen years 
| after 
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after dur Lord's aſcenſion ; and then 
went into his province of Aſia. And 
here he founded many churches : at 
Smyrna, Pargemas, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, Laodicea, and other pla- 
ces: ſome ſay in the Eaſt-Indies he 
planted the Chriſtian faith. 

After many years ſpent in his miniſ- 
try, he was condemned at Rome, by 
the Emperor Domitian, to be thrown 
into a cauldron of boiling lead, or oil, 
(ſome ſay oil ſet on fire) from whence 
he came out more healthful than when 
he was put in : the burning oil had no 
power upon him, or occaſioned any bo- 
dily harm at all. 

But the mercileſs tyrannical perſecu- 
tor, not at all ſoftened by ſo evident a 
token of the divine power and love, im- 
mediately baniſhed the apoſtle into Pat- 
mos, a diſconſolate iſland in the Archi- 
pelago, there to be employed in digging 
in the mines. Here it was that he wrote 
the book of Revelations. And being in 

H 2 a 
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a great meaſure cut off from the ſociety 
of men, he was entertained with a more 
immediate converſe with heaven. 


St. PHILIP. 


+ Philip was a native of Bethſaida, 
the city of Peter and Andrew John 
1ſt. 44th. j and was called to be a diſci— 
ple of Chriſt the next day after the 
other two : he immediately hearkened 
to the voice of our Lord, and followed 
him. 

It need not ſeem ſtrange to us that he 
ſhould ſo readily yield obedience to the 
firſt ſummons, ſince, beſides the attrac- 
tive virtue of our Saviour's call, we may 
ſuppoſe he had thoroughly weighed the 
ancient prophecies relating to the Meſ- 
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ſiah, and was directed, as well as others, 
by the publick preaching of John the 
Baptiſt, to own their accompliſhment 
in the perſon of our Lord. For when 
he meets with Nathanael he tells him, 
We have found him of whom Moſes in 
the law and the prophets did write, Je- 
ſus of Nazareth, the Son of Joſeph. 
John 1ſt. 45th. 

To him it is that we find certain Gen- 
tile proſelytes, who came to Jeruſalem 
at the paſſover, applying themſelves for 
an opportunity to ſee Jeſus, as a perſon 
much celebrated on the account of his 
miracles. Some think they came from 
Decapolis and the bordering countries, 
which, joining to Bethfaida, they might 
have ſome acquaintance with Philip, a 
native and a long inhabitant of that 
place. | 
It is ſuppoſed St. Philip preached the 
goſpel in Upper Aſia, and planted Chrit- 
tlanity in Scythia. 

Having for many years preached, bap- 
tied, and ſettled Chriſtian churches, 

healing 
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healing diſeaſes, and caſting out devils 
with great ſucceſs, he came in the laſt 
years of his life to Hierapolis, a rich 
and populous city in Phrygia, where by 
his conſtant preaching and holineſs of 
life, he put idolatry out of countenance, 
and gained many to the Chriſtian faith. 
Whereupon the magiſtrates of the city 
had him ſeized, impriſoned, ſeverely 
whipped and ſcourged ; this done, he 
was led to execution, being bound, and 
was hanged up againſt a pillar. 

It is ſaid his body was taken down by 
St. Bartholomew, and Philip's own ſiſ- 
ter, Mariamne, and decently buried : 
after which, having confirmed the peo- 
ple in the faith of Chriſt, they departed 
thence. 


St. 
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. BARTHOLOMEW. 


We. are informed, that Bartholo- 
mew was one of the twelve a- 
poſtles. It is obſervable, that St. John 
never mentions Bartholomew in the 
number of the apoſtles : ſo the other 
Evangeliſts never take notice of Na- 
thanael, probably as being the fame per-. 
ſon under two ſeveral names : and as in 
St. John, Philip and Nathanael ar join- 
ed together in their coming to Chriſt; 
ſo in the reſt of the Evangeliſts, Philip 
and Bartholomew are conſtantly put to- 
gether; for no other reaſon (Dr. Cave ſup- 
poſes) but becauſe they were jointly called 
to the diſcipleſhip. Nathanael was allo 
one of thoſe apoſtles to whom our Lord 
appeared at the ſea of Tiberias, after his 
reſurrection (John 21ſt.) And it is 
hard to find a reaſon why Nathanael, an 
[fraelite indeed, in whom was no guile, 
and fo early a diſciple, and who was a 
witneſs of the miniſtry, doctrine, and 
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mighty power of Chriſt, ſhould not 
have been propoſed as well as Barſabas 
or Matthias, to have filled up the vacant 
place of Judas, if he had not been one 
of the twelve already. 

Of St. Bartholomew it is expreſly 
ſaid, he was of Cana in Galilee; and it 
is thought he travelled as far as India, 
preaching the goſpel. His laſt remove 
was to Albangile in Armenia the Great 
(the ſame no doubt which Nicephorus 
calls Urbanople, a city of Cilicia) a 
place miſerably over-run with idolatry ; 
and here while he ſought to reclaim the 
people, he was, by the governor of the 
place, condemned to be tlead alive, and 
afterwards crucified. 


St. 


my 
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St. MATTHEWwW. 


T. Matthew was probably a Gali- 
lean, the ſon of Alpheus and Mary, 
a kinſwoman to the mother of our 
Lord. His trade was that of a publi- 
can ; that is, a gatherer of the taxes of 
tributes, which the Romans Jaid upon 
the Jews. This was once an office of 
credit and reputation, and chiefly con- 
ferred upon Roman knights; who after 
farmed it out to ſome of the Jewiſh 
natives, who leaſt underſtood the affairs 
of their own country : but whoſe op- 
preſſion, and the diſagreeable circum- 
ſtance of paying tribute to a foreign 
power, rendered theſe ſort of men very 
odious to the Jews; and they even 
thought it a defilement to go into their 
houtes, or to fit and cat in their compa- 
ny ; as we learn from the goſpel. 
St. Matthew was one of theſe far- 
t. mers: he collected the cuſtoms on mer- 
chandizes that came by the fea of Gali- 
I Ice, 
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lee, and the toll that paſſengers who 
went by. water, were obliged to pay; 
for which reaſon the office was kept by 
the ſea- ſide. Here it was that Matthew 
ſat, when our Lord called him to be a 
diſciple, ſaying unto him, Follow me; 
and he aroſe and followed him imme- 
diately. 

That he was very well pleaſed with 
his change of life, and his new Maſter, 
is evident from the great feaſt he made 
for him in his houſe upon this occaſion. 
(Matt. gth. 1oth.); to which alſo he 
invited his old friends and fellow-publi- 
cans, hoping they alſo might be con- 
verted by our Saviour's gracious conver- 
ſation. 

After our Lord's aſcenſion, it is ſup- 
poſed St. Matthew, along with the other 
apoſtles, continued ſome time at Jeru- 
ſalem; and that afterwards he betook 
himſelf to the care of the Gentile world. 
The Aſiatick Ethiopia, bordering upon 
Judea, is generally agreed on to have 


been his province. And it is ſaid he 
ſuffered - 
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ſuffered martyrdom at Neddaber, a city 
in thoſe parts; but by what kind of 
death, is altogether uncertain, Nice- 
phorus writes, that by his prayers he 
extinguiſhed the fire that was kindled to 
burn him, and afterwards died a natural 
death. | 


St. Matthew was much devoted to con- 


templation, very abſtemious, eating no- 


thing but herbs, roots, and fruits. He 
wrote his goſpel before any of the reſt, 
and therefore in the new teſtament it 1s 
placed firſt, We are told he wrote it 
Juſt before he left Judea, that the Jewiſh 
converts might not want a juſt, authen- 


tic account of the Chriſtian religion in 
his abſence. 


8 Pond 


T. Thomas was a Jew, and in all 
probability a Galilean, and brought 
up to the trade of fiſhing. When and 
I 2 by 
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by what means he came to follow Chriſt, 
we have no particular account in the 
new teſtament. He is repreſented as 
warm in zeal and affection to his Maſter ; 
but ſlow in apprehenſion and belief. 

St, Thomas preached to the Magi in 
Perſia, paſſed through the Aſian Æthio- 
pia, and at laſt came to the Indies, as 
proved by ſeveral monuments extant a- 
mongſt thoſe people to this day. He 
travelled a great way into thoſe eaſtern 
nations, and in the country of the 
Brachmans, preaching every where with 
all gentleneſs, calmly inſtructing them 
in the principles of Chriſtianity ; and 
by . thoſe mild and patient methods, 
prevailed with many to renounce their 
ſuperſtitions, and embrace the faith of 
Chriſt. 


ther, when the Europeans firſt diſco- 
vered theſe parts, have informed us, 
. that there are Chriſtians there called 
Chriſtians of St. Thomas, becauſe they 


acknowledge him for their apoſtle and 
firſt 


The Portugueze miſſionaries ſent hi- 
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rſt preacher ; and that after he had tra- 
velled farther Eaſt, he returned back in- 
to the kingdom of Coromandel ; where, 
at Maliapur, the metropolis of the king- 
dom, he began to build a place for di- 


vine worſhip, till prohibited by the 


prieſts and the prince of that country. 
But upon his working of ſeveral mira- 
cles, the buildings went on, and the 
prince and many of the people embraced 
the Chriſtian faith. | | 
| The Brachmans, or heathen prieſts, 
perceiving that if this went on, it would 
extirpate their idolatry, and deprive 
them of their advantages, reſolved to 
ſtop its farther progreſs, by compaſſing 
the death of the apoſtle. Now there 
was a tomb not far from the city Mali- 
apur, to which St. Thomas often re- 
tired to his private devotions: to that 
place the Brachmins followed him, and 
while he was intent upon his prayers, 
they loaded him with darts and ſtones, 
and then diſpatched him by running a 
launce through his body. His corps 


was 


750 The Hiſtory of our Saviour 


was interred by his converts, in the 
church aforementioned; where the Eaſ- 
tern Chriſtians affirm it ſtill remains. 


St, JaMEs the LꝝESss, the Son 
of Alpheus and Mary, 


T. James the Leſs was of the tribe 
8 of judah, an inhabitant, if not a 
native, of Capernaum, a perſon of un- 
uſual integrity and ſanctity of life, from 
whence he was called James the Juſt. 
His parents, as well as himſelf, were 
early and exemplary Chriſtians. We 
find his mother reckoned among thoſe 
who entertained our Lord in Galilee 
(Mark 15th. 4oth.). And ſhe deſerted 
him not, as his diſciples did, at his tri— 
al, but followed him weeping. She 

{tood 
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ſtood by the croſs with his mother, dur- 
ing the time of his crucifixion; and 
when his ſacred body was taken down, 
ſhe embalmed it with ſpices and precious 
ointments, after the faſhion of Jewiſh 


funerals; and had the honour to be 


among the firſt of thoſe who caſt them- 


ſelves at his feet, after his triumph over 
death and the grave. 

St. James was appointed to ſettle at 
Jeruſalem, where he acquitted himſelf 
io well, notwithſtanding the diſturban- 
ces and perſecutions of falſe brethren, 
and open perſecutors, that he was much 
reverenced by the reſt of the apoſtles 
and Chriſtians. To him St. Peter made 
his addreſs after his converſion ; and 
alſo ſent an expreſs of his mira- 
culous deliverance out of priſon, (Go, 
ſhew theſe things to James and to the 


| brethren). To him they referred them- 


ſelves as an oracle, and main ſupport of 
the Chriſtian cauſe, in that memorable 
ſynod held at Jeruſalem (Acts 1 5th.):; 
St. James wrote that epiſtle which 
bears 
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bears his name, and is the firſt of the 
ſeven general epiſtles in the ſacred ca- 
non. 
Me are next to ſpeak of the martyr. 
dom of St. James the Leſs. Between 
the departure of Feſtus, and coming of 
Albinus, the Jews, diſappointed in their 
defigns againſt Paul, who had appealed 
to Cæſar, turned all their fury upon 
James, and reſolved to diſpatch him be- 
fore the new governor could arrive. 
Ananas the high prieſt ſummoned a 
council, before whom St. James was 
brought, and ordered by them to ſpeak 
to the people, ſaying, Go up to the top 
of the battlements of the temple, that 
you may be more eaſily feen and heard 
of the people ; for it was the feaſt of 
the paſlover, on which occaſion not on- 
ly the tribes of the Jews, but likewiſe 
the Gentile proſelytes were aſſembled at 
the temple for divine worſhip. To the 
top of which St. James went; where- 
upon they ſet up a vehement outcry, 
and threw him headlong from the ſum- 
mit 
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mit of the temple, where one of them 
ſtruck him on the head, and put an end 
to his life. It is ſuppoſed that he was 
buried upon Mount Olivet, in a tomb 
which he had there provided for 
himſelf. 


St. Don the ZLALOT. 


AT. Simon is but juſt mentioned in the 
liſt of the twelve apoſtles, and is diſ- 
tinguiſhed from Simon Peter by two ſur- 
names (viz.) the Canaanite (Matt. 1oth. 
4th.); and the Zealot (Luke 16th. 
i5th.). From the firſt, ſome conclude 
he was born at Cana in Galilee, and that 
it was at his marriage that our Lord 
turned the water into wine: others ſup- 
K pole 
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poſe this' name aroſe from his ardent 
zeal and affection for his Maſter. 

St. Simon continued in worſhip and 
communion with the other apoſtles at 
Jeruſalem ; and at the feaſt of Pente- 
coſt, received the fame miraculous gifts 
of the holy ſpirit; ſo that he was equa]- 
ly qualified with the reſt of his bre- 
thren for the miniſtry of the goſpel. 
And we cannot doubt but that he exer- 
ciſed his gifts with zeal and fidelity. | 
Some ſay he went into Egypt, and all 
over Mauritania, preaching the goſpel 
to thoſe remote and barbatous countries. 
And if we may believe our own authors, 
he came into theſe weſtern parts, as far 
as our iſland of Great-Britain ; where, 
; having converted great multitudes of 
' people, and ſuffered manifold hardthips 
3 and perſecutions, he at laſt ſuifered mar- 
4 tyrdom by crucifixion ; and aiterwards 
was burncd by the unbelievers, 
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St. JU, or JUDAs 


gT. Jude is named by three ſeveral 

names in ſcripture. Jude, or Judas; 

Thadeus, and Lebbeus. The firſt he 

had in common with other Jews, and 

in honour of one of the twelve patri- 

archs: the other two might be added to 

the former, partly to diſtinguiſh him 

from Judas the traytor, who had ren- 

dered that name odious to Chriſtians, 

and partly in commendation of his wiſ- 

dom and zeal; for Lebbeus fignifies a 

man of underſtanding, and Thaddeus 

imports divine fervour. St. Jude was 

brother to James the Leſs. It is not 

known when, or by what means he 

became a diſciple of Chriſt, nothing 

| being ſaid of him till we find him in 

the catalogue of the twelve apoſtles 

nor afterwards, till Chriſt's laſt ſupper. 
It is thought he preached in Lybia. 

The Armenians challenge St. Jude 

for the firſt planter of Chriſtianity 

. amongſt 
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amongſt them. The Greek monologies 
intimate that at laſt he was ſhot to death 
by arrows: others, that he ſuffered 
martyrdom in the city of Berytus. 

St. Jude was a married man ; and it 
is thought by ſome that he outlived the 
reign of Nero, and the deſtruction of 


Jeruſalem. 


Jupas Is caR1omT. 


'UDAS Iſcariot was one of the twelve 
apoſtles, and had been impowered 
equally with them to preach and work 
miracles in Chriſt's name. But not- 
withſtanding the high privileges and ſa- 
cred character he was inveſted with, a 
ſpirit of the baſeſt ingratitude, avarice, 


and periudioninels reigned within his 
| breaſt, 
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breaſt, and had often prompted him to 
grudge his Maſter every thing, and to 
imbezzle what was intruſted to his care; 
and at laſt prevailed with him, for the 
vile lucre of thirty pieces of filver, to 
betray his innocent Maſter into the 
hands of his implacable enemies ; to 
whom he joined himſelf, and conducted 
them to the place where he knew Jeſus 
would be at ſuch a time; and then, 
with a treacherous kiſs, pointed him 
out to them, that they might be ſure to 
lay hands on the right perſon, and pre- 
vent his eſcape. 

But afterwards, when this ſordid trai- 
tor ſaw that his Maſter was arraigned 
and condemned, and juſt ready to be 
led to execution, and that he did not by 
his divine power reſcue himſelf from 
his perſecutors, as ſometimes before he 
had done, a dreadful horror and deſpair 
came upon him, which rendered him 
unable to contain himſelf, or keep the 
reward of his treaſon any longer. He 
went to the ſanhedrim, and threw the 


money 
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money at thoſe who gave it him, openly 
confeſling to them that he had betrayed 
innocent blood, and then went and 
hanged himſelf ; but the rope, or place 
to which it was faſtened, giving way, 
he fell down headlong and burſt aſunder, 
and his bowels guſhed out. His money 
was turned into a ſtanding monument of 
his villainy, being laid out in the pur- 
chaſe of a burying-place for ſtrangers, 
which, in reference to the treaſonable 


acquiſition, was by every body called 
the field of blood. 


er. 


T. Paul was not one of the twelve 
apoſtles, but was called in ſo ex- 
traordinary a manner, by the immediate 
voice 
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voice of Chriſt from heaven, and did 
and ſuffered ſo many things for his 
name, that he ſays of himſelf, he was 
not behind the very chiefeſt apoſtle. 

St. Paul was born at Tarſus, the me- 

tropolis of Cilicia, three hundred miles 
from Jeruſalem; an exceeding rich and 
populous city, ſtored with libraries and 
{chools of learning; a Roman free cor- 
poration, inveſted with the privileges of 
Rome: ſo that he was born a Ro- 
man citizen, and pleads this privilege 
at his trials. 
His anceſtors were Jews, of the tribe 
of Benjamin. He had two names, Saul 
and Paul; the firſt Hebrew, the ſecond 
Latin. Saul was a name famous in the 
tribe of Benjamin; and Paul no leſs ce- 
lebrated among the Romans. . 

St. Paul was brought up to the trade 
of tent-making, which was no reproach 
to his more ingenious ſtudies; the moſt 
learned Rabbins being ſo educated, that, 
if needful, they might be able to main- 
tun themſelves by ſuch trades. When 
| he 
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he was of a fit age, he was ſent to that 
great univerſity of Jewiſh learning, Je- 
ruſalem; where he was brought up by 
that eminent doctor of the law, Gama- 
liel, the ſame ſect with his father, a 
Phariſee; under whoſe tuition he ex- 
celled his fellow-ſtudents (Gal. iſt. 
14th.). The ſect of the Phariſees diſ- 
| poſed him to be a fierce zealot againſt 
the Chriſtians, and he thought himſelf 
bound in conſcience to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jeſus of Naza- 
reth. And he himſelf confeſſes he was 
one of thoſe who ſhed the blood of St. 
Steven, for he kept the raiment of thoſe 
that flew him. After that he grew more 
and more violent againſt the Chriſtians, 
till a voice from heaven put a ſtop to his 
Career, as he was going to Jeruſalem up- 
on this dreadful perſecuting bufinels. 
See Acts 26th. 14th. and gth. 17th. 

St. Paul did not continue long at Da- 
maſcus, neither did he return to Jeru- 
ſalem, but departed into Arabia, where 
he ſtayed two years, gaining a fuller 

knowledge 
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knowledge of the Chriſtian religion, by 


ſpecial revelation, as himſelf ſays (Gal. 
iſt. 11th. and 12th.), He afterwards 
returned to Damaſcus, where he power- 


fully confuted the Jews' objections a- 


gainſt Jeſus Chriſt, for which they re- 
ſolved to deſtroy him; but his Chriſ- 
tian brethren having notice of their de- 
ſign, they let him down in a baſket 
through a window over the wall, and 
ſo he made his eſcape (Acts gth. 25th.). 
Afterwards he preached in Syria and Ci- 
licia three years, with great ſucceſs. 
Barnabas fetched him from hence to 
Antioch, where they continued a year 
together preaching the goſpel ; and here 
it was that the diſciples were firſt called 


_ Chriſtians, by which name they were 


ſoon known all over the world. 

St. Paul, tho' much diſcouraged by 
the Jews, ſtill averred that Jeſus was the 
true Meſſiah (fee Acts 18th. 5th. 6th.). 
But at length turned from them to 
preach to the Gentiles, at Corinth, where 
a conſiderable church was ſoon founded. 
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Here he ſtayed a year and a half. From 
Corinth he came to Epheſus, Ceſarea, 
and thence went up to Jeruſalem : this 
was his fourth journey to that city after 
his converſion. Having here kept the 
feaſt, he went down to Antioch in Sy- 
ria; and after paſſing through other 
parts, returned again to Epheſus, where 
he ſettled his abode for three years, and 
eſtabliſhed an aſſembly of the diſciples. 
Here {God was pleaſed by miracles to 
ratify St. Paul's doctrine ; when by 
touch of him, ſickneſſes and diſeaſes 
immediately left them. While Paul re- 
tided at Epheſus, he wrote two epiſtles 
to the Galatians, and the firſt to the Co- 
rinthians; and after the riot about the 
idol Diana, of the Epheſians, he took 
his leave of them with the tendereſt ex- 
preſſions of love and affection. He went 
into Macedonia, where he met with 
many troubles and dangers in his jour- 
ney : here he wrote his ſecond epiſtle to 
the Corinthians: and ſoon after went 
to them himſclf, and reſided about three 
months: 
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months: from hence he wrote his epiſ- 
tle to the Romans, to ſettle the great 
points of Chriſtian liberty. 

After ſome time had paſſed in jour- 
neying from place to place, he came to 
Jeruſalem for the laſt time, about twen- 
ty-three years after his converſion. Here 
he was with great difficulty delivered 
from the riotous Jews, and by the ſol- 
diers carried to the caſtle: but in the 
night God was pleaſed to comfort him 
in priſon, aſſuring him, his lite ſhould 
be {till preſerved to defend that cauſe at 
Roine, he now maintained at Jeruſalem. 

The Jews were determined to kill 
him; which, when Lycias the gover- 
nor knew, he ſent Paul under a ſtrong 
guard to Cefarea, and wrote a letter to 
Felix the governor of that province, 
ſtating the reaſons for his being ſent; 
and Felix ordered him to be ſecured in 
the place called Herod's Hall. 

Here St. Paul was tried before Felix, 
and though not condemned, yet not 
acquitted, but kept there in priſon two 

L142 years. 
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years, Feſtus ſucceeded Felix, before 
whom Paul was again arraigned; but 
appealing to Cæſar, he was delivered by 
Feſtus to a centurivn, and with his 
companions went on board a ſhip, and 
ſet fail to a part in Lycia, where this 
ſhip finiſhed her voyage. Then he 
went in another ſhip through many dif- 
ficulties and dangers; through ſtorms, 
tempeſt, and a ſhipwreck upon the 
iſland of Melita, (now Malta) belong- 
ing to the Romans. After three 
months ſtay here, St. Paul and his 
company ſet fail in the Caſtor and Pol- 
lux, and arrived at Puttiole, a port near 
Naples, in Italy. Finding here ſome 
of his Chriſtian friends, he ſtaid a week, 
and then. proceeded on to Rome by 
land, about one hundred miles, and 
many of his friends met him thirty 
miles. Here he was kindly treated by 
the emperor's captain of the guards, 
and permitted to dwell in his own. hired 


lodgings two whole years, inſtructing 
| all 
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all who came unto him without any 
moleſtation. 

During this period Paul converted 
ſeveral of the Romans and others to 
the faith of Chriſt; of whom we muſt 
mention Oneſſimus, becauſe for his ſake 
Paul wrote one of his epiſtles. He was 
a native of Coloſſe, a city of Phrygia, 
and ſervant to Philemon, who had em- 
braced the Chriſtian faith, and was 
Paul's intimate friend. The Chriſtians 
at Philippi in Macedonia, hearing of 
his impriſonment, made a Jarge collec- 
tion of money to relieve his wants on 
this occaſion, and ſent it to him by E- 
paphroditus, by whom he ſent back his 
epiſtle to the Philippians. He alſo 
wrote an epiſtle directed to Epheſus. In 
the ninth year of Nero's reign, St. Paul 
was releaſed, and reſtored to full liber- 
ty; and having gained many of the Ro- 
mans to Chriſt, he left them to travel 
into other parts of the world. Before 
he paſſ d out of Itdly, he wrote his fa- 
mous epiſtle to the Hebrews, Leaving 

Italy, 
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Italy, he travelled weſtward, preached 
the goſpel in Spain, and is ſuppoſed to 
have planted a church in this our iſland 
of Great-Britain. After viſiting other 
churches, he came again to Rome, and 
finding St. Peter there, he joined with 
him in preaching the goſpel, both to 
Jews and Gentiles, with great ſucceſs; 
and ſome even of the emperor's houſ- 
hold were made Chriſtians by their 
means. This provoked Helius, (go- 
vernor of the city) to arreſt Paul, and 


commit him with St. Peter to the Ma- 


mertine priſon, where he ceaſed not to 
preach and convert many. - 

And now this wy er apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, having for above thirty 
years ſerved God in the goſpel of his Son, 
with much aſſiduity, in writing, preach- 
ing, numberleſs travels and ſufferings, fi- 
niſhed his courſe. Before Nero's return 
from Greece, the two apoſtles, Peter 
and Paul, were, by order of the gover- 
nor, led out to execution. Paul, as 
being a Roman citizen, was beheaded, 

after 
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after being bound to a pillar and ſeverely 
ſcourged. As he was Jed to execution 
it is ſaid he converted his guards, who 


a few days after were martyred at the 


{ame place, the Aqua-Salva, three miles 
from Rome. 

St. Peter was crucified, not having a 
right to the above privilege, and his 


bedy buried about three miles from 


Rome; where Theadocia built a ſtately 
church over his grave. 

St. Paul was ſmall of ſtature, and 
ſomewhat ſtooping ; grave countenance, 
fair complexion, pleaſant look, but had 


an infirm conſtitation, and was fre- 


quently troubled with a violent head- 


ach, which perhaps might be the thorn 


in the fleſh he mentions. He had a 
clear ſolid judgment, a quick invention, 
and ready memory, and all improved by 
a liberal education. He was humble, 


temperate, charitable, patient, induſtri- 


dus, and inferior to none in zeal. 


St. 
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SG MATHIAS: 


T. Mathias was choſen to be an 
apoſtle, in the room of Judas Iſ- 
cariot, who betrayed his Maſter, and 
afterwards hanged himſelf. From hence 
we may certainly conclude, that Ma- 
thias was an early diſciple of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which St. Peter intimates and 
inſiſts upon, and with very good reaſon, 
that his teſtimony of Chriſt might be 
grounded upon his own perſonal know- 
ledge of every thing, and ſo be equally 
valid with that of the other apoſtles. 
After the firſt-fruits of our apoſtles' 
miniſtry, he is ſuppoſed to have travelled 
eaſtward, in Cappadocia, where the 
people were a very rough, uncivilized 
ſoit of men; among whom, after pain- 
ful labours and ſufferings, and nume- 
rous converſions to the Chriſtian faith, 
he was crowned with martyrdom. He 


was ſeized by the Jews as a blaſphemer, 
and ſtoned and beheaded. 


oe. 
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St. PAR N AB A6. 


IT. Barnabas, though not of the 
number of the twelve, yet is ho- 
noured by St. Luke with the title of an 
apoſtle; and indeed the great ſhare he 
hath in the acts of the apoſtles, juſtly 
beſpeaks him a place amongſt them. 
The interpretation of his name by St. 
Luke, is, the Son of Conſolation (Acts 
4th. 36th.) ; which he was always rea- 
dy to adminiſter to the afflicted both by 
word and deed ; as his comfortable dit- 
courſes, his felling his own eſtate, and 
collecting the benevolence of others for 
the relief of the poor indigent Chriſ- 
tians, do abundantly teſtify. 
He was of the tribe of Levi; of a 
family out of Judea, ſettled in the iſle 


of Cyprus, where they had purchaſed 
an eſtate : his parents ſent him to Jeru- 


ſalem, and put him under the tuition of 
Gamaliel, St. Paul's maſter, which 
might lay an early foundation for that 

M intimacy, 
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intimacy, Which was afterwards be- 
tween theſe two apoſtles. When Sr. 
Paul after his converſion came to Jeruſa— 
lem, he found Barnabas there, and ap- 
plied to him as a leading man among the 
Chriſtiane, who introduced him to the 
apoſtles Peter and James : this recom- 
mendation carried that weight with it, 
that Paul was taken into Peter's houſe, 
and abode with him fifteen days. Gal, 
1it. 18th. | 

Here was a large collection made for 
the poor diſtreſſed brethren in Judea, 
and ſent by Paul and Barnabas. Afﬀter- 
wards they went again to Antioch, tak- 
ing with them John, whoſe ſurname 
was Mark, the ſon of Mary, ſiſter to 
Barnabas, in whoſe houſe there was ſe— 
curity, and convenience for worſhip. 
Here Barnabas and Saul were ſet apart ; 
Saul to travel, and preach the goſpel 
to the Gentiles. From this joint com- 
miſſion, Barnabas obtained the name of 
an apoſtle, both from St. Paul and St. 
Luke, in his hiſtory of the apoſtles acts. 
From 
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From hence they both travelled and 
preached the goſpel to the Gentiles with 
great ſucceſs, and afterwards parted. 
Barnabas, with his kinſman, John 
(Mark), failed to his own country, Cy- 
prus; and Paul, with Silas, went to the 
churches of Syria and Cilicia, Acts 
15th. 39th. 

It is thought Barnabas ended his days 
in his own country Cyprus, by martyr- 
dom, in the following manner : Certain 
Jews, enraged at the great ſucceſs of his 
preaching, ſet upon him in the ſyna- 
gogue, in a corner whereof they {hut 
him up till night, and then brought 
him forth, and after the moſt dreadful 
tortures, ſtoned him to death. 
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T. Mark the Evangeliſt was a differ- 
ent perſon from John (Mark), men- 
tioned in the life of St. Barnabas. 
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He was born of Jewiſh parents, of 
the tribe of Levi, and line of the prieſt- 
hood. It is probable St. Mark was a 
diſciple and convert of St. Peter's, who 
calls him his ſon (1 Peter 5th. 13th.). 
The goſpel of St. Mark may be looked 
upon as a ſupplement to St, Matthew's 
goſpel ; for though in ſome things it is 
more conciſe, yet in others, it is larger 
and more particular. 

St. Mark preached the goſpel in E- 
gypt, and planted a church in Alexan- 
dria, the metropolis of it, and went in- 
to ſeveral parts of Lybia; and not- 
withſtanding the barbarous 1gnorance 
and idolatry of the inhabitants, con- 
verted many to the faith of Chriit : af- 
ter this he returned to Alexandria, and 
ſettled the church there. 

When the feaſts of the Egyptian 
god Sarapis were celebrated, the people 
broke in upon St. Mark, at his worſhip, 
and dragged him by his feet through the 
ſtreets, till his fleſh being tore off his 


bones, his iris failed, and he expired 
under 
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under their hands: then they burned him. 
This was towards the latter end of Ne- 
ro's reign. 


T 


T. Luke was born at Antioch, the 
metropolis of Syria, (a city of great 
trafick and riches) eminent for learn- 
ing, arts, and ſcience : and beſides the 
learning and knowledge he acquired 
here, he improved himſelf by his tra- 
vails through Greece and Egypt, and 
became particularly well ſkilled in phy- 
fic, which he made his profeſſion. 
Grotius ſuppoſes St. Luke was carried to 
Rome, and lived there ſervant to ſome 
family 
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ſeveral arraignments at 
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family in quality of a phyſician, whence, 


having obtained his freedom, he return- 


ed into his own country, and probably 
continued his profeſſion all his life ; 
which was in many caſes ſubſervient to 
the miniſtry of the goſpel, and the care 
of ſouls. That St. Luke was St. Paul's 
companion in travels, and fellow-Ja- 
bourer in the work of the miniſtry, 1s 
evident from both their writings. He 
followed him in all his dangers, at his 
Jeruſalem ; ac- 
companied him in his hazardous voyage 
to Rome, and attended him whilſt there; 
ſupplying his wants, affiſting him in his 
miniſterial offices, and carrying meſſages 


to other churches where he had before 


planted Chriſtianity. And it is ſuppoſed 
St. Luke wrote his goſpel here at Rome, 
during St. Paul's two years imprifon- 
mont there; and alſo the acts of the a- 
poſtles. 26 ND Ol 

Several expreſſly aſſert his martyrdom : 
thut coming into Greece, he ſucceſsfully 
Prcachied aud baptized many unto the 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian faith; till a party of infidels 


drew him to execution, and for want of 
a croſs whereon to diſpatch him preſent- 
ly, they hanged him on an olive-trec, in 


the eighticth year of his age. 


THE END. 
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